DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

while Princess Louise and Lord Lome, with the Lord
Chancellor and Lady Ely drove to Glassault Shiel.
The chaperons then effaced themselves, the young
people took a walk, and returned to Balmoral with
the news for which, as the Queen admitted, she was
not unprepared.

She wrote to her friend Queen Augusta about so
unusual an alliance, saying that she knew it would
cause " sensation and surprise " in Germany, but that
she had long thought it very suitable.    " Princes of
small German houses without fortune/' she explained,
" are very unpopular here,33 whereas Lord Lorne was
a man of independent fortune and " was really no
lower in rank than a minor German royalty."1   That
was indisputably true : the Campbells, of whom Lord
Lorne would be the chief, were a clan of far nobler
position and tradition than many of the Ducal and
Princely houses of Germany which had sought their
brides in England, and in permitting and indeed
arranging this marriage the Queen renewed a pre-
cedent  which  was  very  popular  in  the   country.
Disraeli wrote to her with  elaborate  and  elegant
approval:  " Your Majesty has decided, with deep
discrimination,  to  terminate   an  etiquette  become
sterile, and the change will be effected under every
circumstance that can command the sympathy of
the country/9   He thought the marriage " as wise
as it is  romantic  ... it would  consolidate  the
happiness   of   your   hearth."     He   realized   how
the   Queen   would   feel   the   parting,   but   "you
will   miss her, Madam, only like   the   stars  that

1 Bolitho, Further Letters of Queen Victoria, p, 177.
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